STUDIES IN ARTS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES by Onifade, C.A. et al.
Sponsored by 
Studies in Arts and Social Sciences 
STUDIES IN ARTS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES 
ComfortAdenike Onifade Temitope Olaifa 
Uche Odozor David Imhonopi 
This book project is sponsored by 




Jacob & Lydia Publishers 
+234 704 296 1221, +234 8o6 ot7 1676 
e-mail: stepag4peace@yahoo.com 
© Communication and General Studies Department 
Federal University of Agricultur~, Abeokuta, Nigeria 20 15 
First Published 2015 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored 
in a retrieval system or transmitted, in any form or by any means 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without 
prior permission of Communication and General Studies Department, 




Studies in Arts and Social Sciences 






INTRODUCTION TO NIGEIUAN HISTORY 1 
What is History ? 1 
Sources ofNigerian History 1 
Oral Tradition 2 
Written Sources 3 
Archaeology 4 
Exercise 5 
Major Landmark in Early Nigerian History 5 
The Scientific and Technological Development 
ofEarly Nigerian Societies 5 
Nok Culture/Civilization 6 
Ife Civilization 6 
llenin Civilization 7 
Igbo-Ukwu Civilization 8 
The Significance of Nok, Ife, llenin and Igbo-Ukwu 
for Nigerian History. 9 
Exercise 9 
Pre- Colonial Societies 9 
Reaso11s for the Rise of Sudanese States 10 
Factors that Contributed to the Rise of Kanem Bornu Empire 10 
The Foundation of the Second Kanem Bomu Empire 12 
Factors Responsible for the Emergence ofOyo Empire 13 
Nigeria's Early Contacts with the World 15 
The Trans-Saharan Trade. 16 
Effect of the Trans-Saharan Trade 17 
Exercise 17 
The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade 18 
Origin and Growth ofthe Slave Trade 18 
Effects of the Trans-Atlantic Trade 
Man power Drain 
Introdu.::tion of new crops 
Human Suffering and Degradation 
Exercise 
The Scramble for and Partition of Africa 18 
Factors responsible for the llritish interest in Nigeria 18 
Economic Reasons 18 
iii 
Studies in Arts ancl Social Sciences 
Political Reasons 
Social reason 
The Berlin Colonial Conference of 1884/85 






The occupation ofNorthern Nigeria 
Amalgamation ofNorthern and Southern Nigeria 
Reasor:~:a for the Amalgamation 
Colonial Rule and Its Impact an Nigeria 1914-1960 
The Indirect Rule System 
Impact of colonial rule 
The colonial economy [the effects of 
colonization on the economy ofNigeria] 
Production of cash crops 
Importation ofEuropean goods 
Discouraged indigenous industries 
Dank and Credit Facilities 
Railways and roads for exploitation 






















During the C(llonial Period 29 
Western Education · 29 
Social infrastructure 29 
Rise ofUrban centers 29 
Medical Facilities 30 
The Decolonization Process in Nigeria 1922-1960 30 
OriginofNationalism 30 
Nationalist movement in Nigeria 30 
Factors that assisted in the struggle against colonial rule 30 
Colonial Constitution and the Formation ofPolitical Parties 30 
Political Rallies 31 
Growth of trade unions and labor organisation 
Discriminating Colonial policies and People's Discontent 
Newspapers 
Association 
World War II 
TheAtlantic Charter 
International Pressures 
Exercises for practice 
References 












Studies in Arts and Social Sciences 
CHAPTER TWO: 
UNDERSTANDING SOCIAL PROBLEMS 35 
Introduction 35 
Conceptual Analysis: What is a Social Problem? 36 
The Differences Between Social Problems 
and Private or Individual Problems 38 
Phasal Development of Social Problems 39 
Theoretical Postulations of Social Problems 40 
The Functionalist Perspective 40 
- The Conflict Perspective 41 
- The Interactionist Perspective 42 
- The Feminist Perspective 4 3 
- Social Problems and Social Development in Nigeria 45 
Revision Questions 46 
References 46 
CUAPTER THREE: SOCIAL PROBLEMS: TYPOI~OGIES, 
AETIOLOGIES AND REMEDIE 48 
Introduction 48 
Selected Social Problems in Nigeria, 
their Aetiologies and Remedies 49 
Poverty 49 
Fighting poverty in developing countries 50 
Causes ofPoverty in Nigeria 50 
Suggested Solutions To Poverty In Nigeria Prostitution 53 
Causes ofProstitution in Nigeria 53 
Suggested Solutions for Prostitution In Nigeria 53 
Armed Robber 53 
Causes of Armed Robbery in Nigeria . 53 
Suggested Solutions to Armed Robbery in Nigeria 54 
Conclusion 58 
Revision Questions 58 
References 58 
CHAPTERFOUR:MODERN TRENDS 
IN CONFLICf RESOLUTION 61 




Conflict Resolution 62 
Exercise 62 
Trends in Conflict Resolution 
Exercise 65 
v 
I I 7 ffr . ' Studies in Arts and Social Sciences 
Stages of conflict and the contemporary 
peace building mechanisms for handling them 65 
Pre-conflict or Formation Stage 66 
The Goal-Change Approach 66 
Joint- control 67 
David Barash and Charles Webel 67 
Expato~ing the Pie 67 
Non-Specific Compensation 67 
Integrated Conflict Management Mechanism 68 
The Full Blown Conflict, Stage 
The Conflict Transformation Stage 69 
Exercise 72 
Alternative Dispute Resolution 72 
Dispute Resolution Intensity Chart 7 4 
Exercise 75 
SomeADRMechanisms 75 
Enquiry or impartial fact finding 7 5 
Arbitration 77 
Negotl~tion 79 
Types ofNegotiation 80 
Soft Negotiation 80 
Hard Negotiation 80 





CHAPTER FIVE: BASICS OF LOGIC 86 
Introduction 86 
What is Logic 87 
Why Study Logic 87 
Uses of Logic 87 
Some Basic Concepts of logic 93 
Revision Exercises 96 
Propositions 97 
Categorical Propositons 97 
Quantity 98 
Quality 99 
Conventional Categorical Statements in Logical 
or Standard Form 102 
Hypothetical Proposition 103 
Disjunctive Propositions 105 
Revision Exercises 106 
vi 
Studies in Arts ancl Social Sciences 
Nature of Arguments 
Types of Argument 
Revision Exercises 
Deductive Logic: Syllogism 




Validity and Soundness: Relationship of Truth 






Multiple Lan,guage Usage 
Language : Form and Function 
Revision Exercises 
Definition 
Genus and Difference 








Appeal to ignorance 
Appeal to (inappropriate) authority 
Complex question 




Begging the question 
Appeal to the people 
Appeal to pity 














































Studies in Arts and Social Sciences 

















Studies in Arts and Social Sciences 
Introduction 
The text, Studies in Arts and Social Science, contains the knowledge and 
elements of history, sociology, peace and conflict, logic and philosophy 
which are of great relevance to the general studies courses in higher 
institutions. 
The book introduces readers to Nigerian history in chapter one. Included 
in the chapter ~redefinition of history, sources of Nigerian history, the 
scientific and technological development of early Nigerian societies, 
Nigeria's early contact with the outside world through the Trans -
Saharan trade and the Atlantic trade and the factors responsible for the 
British interest in Nigeria especially in the second half ofthe 19'h century. 
This is followed by the exposition on the British conquest ofNigeria, the 
amalgamation of the Northern and Southern Protectorates, the features 
of colonial rule and its impact on Nigeria, the decolonization process and 
the factors that assisted the nationalists in their struggle for 
independence. 
The second chapter examines the Modem Trends in Peace building. It 
describes the· yasic elements of peace building, conflict and trend in 
conflict resolution and peace building techniques; The Alternative 
Dispute Resolution (ADR) mechanisms: Mediation, Conciliation, 
Arbitration, Good Offices, Negotiation and impartial Fact-finding are 
clearly presented in the piece. 
Chapter four Logic, focuses on the discussion of the basic elements of 
logic. In the chapter, attempts are made to explain the rudimentary issues 
in logical reasoning, both for undergraduate students and for general 
readers, who have had no background in logic and philosophy, but who 
are interested in the subject as beginners. Using familiar examples and 
definitions, the chapter introduces readers, in simplest possible 
language, to the often misunderstanding logical terms and topics. The 
aim is to demystify logic-which is often erroneously thought to be too 
abstract and transcendental- by bringing it to a level which 
undergraduate students, even those of them who are not majoring in the 
subject, can identify with, using simple, self-explanatory everyday 
examples. In all, the overarching aim is to help the reader appreciate the 
central role which logic play in the acquisition (and a~vancement) of 
human knowledge. To achieve this, the chapter has been arranged 
starting from the simple definition oflogical concept and terminologies, 
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through hard-core deductive logic, to logical fallacies . Some of the 
basic logical concepts include term, proposition, premise, conclusion, 
and syllogism, which are explained as they are understood in logic, 
together with the function they perform in aids of sound reasoning. 
Typologies, aetiologies and remedies of social problems inN igeria are 
examined in the third chapter. It examines the two paradigms for 
understanding and explaining social problem within the society. While 
listing the palpable wcial problems in Nigeria, the chapter also focuses 
on the causes of poverty, prostitution and armed robbery among other 
problems in the country and advances prebable solutions. Generally, 
this chapter seeks to expand the frontiers of knowledge regarding the 
understanding and resolution of social problems within the society, 
particularly inN igeria. 
The last chapter presents a conceptual and theoretical approach in the 
understanding of social problems. Sociology emerged at a time when 
there was intense social change attributable largely to the industrial 
Revolution. , .. ,ljth the erosion ofthe old social structure, social theorists 
in Europe and America committed themselves to the study of social 
problems, advanced various meanings to the phenomena and suggested 
that they could be eliminated or alleviated by means of enlightened 
social policy and effective social engineering. Social problems are 
certainly different from individual problems and which are unique to 
every society. The chapter investigates social problems through 
informed theoretical prisms such as functional, conflict, interactionist 
and feminist perspectives. The chapter concludes on the need for 
government, private-sector and faith based organizations' engagement 
to resolve social problems in Nigeria. 
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